Dear Colleagues, On behalf of the editorial team of the Circulation Journal, the official journal of the Japanese Circulation Society (JCS), I am pleased to report that the scientific and internationalization levels are steadily increasing. The JCS should represent not only Japan but also countries in Asia and Pacific regions. This would make the position of the Circulation Journal in this region equivalent to that of Circulation, published by the American Heart Association (AHA), in America and European Heart Journal, published by the European Society of Cardiology (ESC), in Europe (Figure 1) . Indeed, the goal of our editorial team is to enhance the scientific and internationalization levels of the Circulation Journal.
The Official 2012 Impact Factor
The Circulation Journal has earned an official 2012 impact factor (IF) of 3.578, which places the Journal 33 th among the 124 journals in the Cardiac & Cardiovascular Systems category in the 2012 JCR Science Edition (Figure 1 ).
International Editorial Team
The editorial team of the Circulation Journal consists of 34 Japanese associate editors, 80 Japanese editorial board members, 16 international associate editors, and 27 international advisory board members. All of the international associate editors and advisory board members are internationally recognized cardiovascular researchers, substantially contributing to the enhancing of the Journal's scientific and internationalization levels. I deeply appreciate their valuable contribution to the Journal.
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